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MISHNAH. HE WHO HAS NOT SEEN THE REJOICING AT THE PLACE OF THE WATER-
DRAWING HAS NEVER SEEN REJOICING IN HIS LIFE. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE
FIRST FESTIVAL DAY OF TABERNACLES THEY DESCENDED TO THE COURT OF THE
WOMEN WHERE THEY HAD MADE A GREAT ENACTMENT. THERE WERE THERE
GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS WITH FOUR GOLDEN BOWLS ON THE TOP OF EACH OF
THEM AND FOUR LADDERS TO EACH, AND FOUR YOUTHS DRAWN FROM THE
PRIESTLY STOCK IN WHOSE HANDS WERE HELD JARS OF OIL CONTAINING ONE
HUNDRED AND TWENTY LOG WHICH THEY POURED INTO THE BOWLS. FROM THE
WORN-OUT DRAWERS AND GIRDLES OF THE PRIESTS THEY MADE WICKS AND
WITH THEM THEY KINDLED THE LAMPS; AND THERE WAS NOT A COURTYARD IN
JERUSALEM THAT WAS NOT ILLUMINED BY THE LIGHT OF THE PLACE OF THE
WATER-DRAWING. MEN OF PIETY AND GOOD DEEDS USED TO DANCE BEFORE

THEM.
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Where do we learn the source for water libations? Rabbi Akiva said ... Water libations on sukkot are in
order to be blessed by the rain. Rabbi Yehuda Ben Beteira said: It says on the second day “niskeyhem”
(extra mem) and on the sixth Unsakheha (extra yud) and on the seventh kemishpatam (extra mem). mem-
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Yud-Mum is water. We learn from here that offering water is from the Torah. Rabbi Natan Said Why the
double language of Hasekh nesekh? To include the water libations.
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For we learn: Rabbi Yehuda Ben Beteira said: It says on the second day “niskeyhem” (extra mem)
and on the sixth Unsakheha (extra yud) and on the seventh kemishpatam (extra mem). mem-Yud-
Mum is water. From here we have a hint that Nisukh Hamayim is from the Torah....
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It was taught: They said of R. Simeon b. Gamaliel that when he rejoiced at the Rejoicing at the place
of the Water-Drawing, he used to take eight lighted torches [and throw them in the air] and catch one
and throw one and they did not touch one another;17 and when he prostrated himself, he used to dig
his two thumbs in the ground, bend down, 18 kiss the ground, and draw himself up again,18 a feat
which no other man could do, and this is what is meant by Kidah.19
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And how was this Simcha [expressed]? The musicians play flutes, harps, fiddles etc. And every
person plays the instrument that they know how to play. And whoever knows how to sing, sings.
And each person dances and claps and dances and boogies the way they know. And words of song
and praise are said...
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On four occasions the world is judged...On Sukkot we are judged regarding water.
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Responsa Binyan Zion 43
In order to fulfill the dictum that whoever is occupied with the Torah of sacrifices is as if they
actually gave the offering, last Sukkot I delved into analyzing the water libations...to determine
whether it was part of the daily libation or whether it is a mitzvah in its own right. There is a practical
application of this distinction in a case where there is no Korban tamid- daily offering- do we say that
we still offer libations or do we say that there is no libation without a sacrifice...And we learned
(Tosfot and Ritva and Yerushalmi quoted in the Mishna LeMelekh) that we are permitted to offer
water libations at night (lechatchila)......And we see from all this that water libations are an
obligation of the day.
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Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:3

"Just as water extends from one end of the world to the other, so too does Torah. Just as living water
is forever, so too is water. Just as water is from heaven, so too is Torah. Just as water makes great
sounds, so too does Torah. Just as water Just as water Just as water Just as rain water comes down in
drops and forms rivers, so with the Torah; one studies a bit today and some more tomorrow, until in
time becomes like a flowing stream. Just as water has no taste unless one is thirsty; So too, Torah is
best appreciated through great effort and yearning. Just as water leaves a high place and flows to a
low one, so too, Torah leaves one whose spirit is proud and remains with one whose spirit is humble.
Water is a great equalizer, no matter your station or class - all can drink water. So, too - a scholar
should not be ashamed to say to a simpler fellow, 'Teach me a chapter, a verse or a letter'. Just as
water is a source of life for the world, as it says, A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters (Song
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of Songs 4:15), so the Torah is a source of life for the world. Just as water restores the soul, so too,
does the Torah. Just as water is cleansing, the words of Torah are purifying....
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Zohar Hashmatot Bereishit 261a
Come and see, on this holiday when the water libation is performed, an energy of loving-kindness
pervades the subterranean channels, and all of the seven days of creation receive from the living waters
coming out from Yerushalyim of beyond.
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Eichah 2:19 (Get up and call out in song at night), pour out your heart like water in the presence of HaShem
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Radak I Shmuel 7:6 And it is possible to explain that they poured water before HaShem, as a sign of
forgiveness for sins.
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Rabbi Pinchas says: The waters of the well will eventually emerge from under the Bayit and turn

into 12 streams corresponding to the 12 tribes.
Yalkut Shimoni 383 47
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It was taught, Of Hillel the Elder, It was said that when he used to rejoice at the Rejoicing at the place of the Water-
Drawing, he used to recite thus, If I am here, everyone is here; but if [ am not here, who is here? He also used to
recite thus, To the place that I love, there My feet lead me: if thou wilt come into My House, I will come into thy
house; if thou wilt not come to My House, I will not come to thy house, as it is laid, In every place where I cause My

name to be mentioned, I will come unto thee and bless thee.
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